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For o long time I wondered why I was wwmble to accent Hollywood's premise that the
Germans in Yorld Yar II wers olitheor misuaderstcod boys (Marlon 3rando in "The Young
Lions") or really nice guys (Von hetiia fwv "lader Ten Plags") wvhile the Americans
were deserters or draft Godgerc ‘lontgomery Ciift and Dean uartin, respectively, in
"The Young Lions") and ths Biatish were bumbling, incoupetent blowharde (Charles
Laughton in "Under Ten Flags"), I waz far too young, born in 1935, to remember much
of the war and I lost no relatives or friends, Althourh tvo of my brothers cerved
in the Navy in the Pacific, my femily never told me much sbout the war, So what
could I heve against the Germamns and Jananese?

I think I have finally found the answer: the total propaganda snturation reached me
throuzh the comic bocks, especially throusr the adventures of the Subeiiariner, the
Human Torch, and Captain America, and subsidiary chornecters in the macazines feotur-
ing them, ‘hen you were raised on these, you learned to hate the enemy,

All of these characters got their start in or around 1939, tuo vears before America
got involved in the war, but they really came into their own when DPearl Harbor was
aftacked, for several reasons,

vaptain America, of course, was a patrietic hero-figure of a tyne which couldn't
fully flowar in peacetime when patriots are "flag-wavers," It took a full-scale
wvar to release the unabashed patriotism which shot hin to the top,

The Sub-liariner started out by marauding all shipping, with sowe emphasis on Anerw
ican vessels, ‘'/hen ve entered the war he switched to wreching Hazi U-boats and
Japanese destroyers, waking him, naturally, a more syupathetic character to American
kids,

The Human Torch, a wen of fire, was just too terrible to unlessh fully acainst the
average gangster, It takes a special kind of villain to deserve burning, such as
the Japanese vho had attacled Fearl Harbor and the Nazis who were slaughtering Jews.

Each of these three charscters had unique special posrters or attributes and esach de-
serves a soparate article, but they have to be discussed torether because of the
interplay between them, *e'll stert with the Human Torch,

The Human Torch wasn't human, He was an android, created by Dr, Horton, a relativelwr
sane sclentist, in the firct issue of MARYVEL iYSTERY 20LICS in 1939, Dr, Horton had
no intention of creating a flaming wan, merely an artificial one, but hecause of some
design flav his creation burst into flame on con‘act with the atr, (The color editor
didn't read the text vory cerefully, incidentzlly, bestouse the flames were supposed
to be blue and they came out red, Thev looied hetter red, so they stayed that way,)

The story opens with Dr, Horton holdin: & press coaference %o shov off his latest
creation, & wellwbuilt, square-javed man with wavy blond hair and bHlue tights, (By
the second issue the tights wers red end stayed that wey, though the design chenged
slightly, shorts being added over them in later yeers,) Thic magnificent man was
frozen in an upright position in a huge, air-tirht glass cage. ‘hen Dr. Horton re-
leased mir into the cage, the fisure burst into flaome and moved around, Draining
out the air left him flameless and immobile again, The reporters were imnressed and
urged Dr, Horton to destroy it,

Nobody remarked on the fact that the creature could survive without air, an ability
I rank as at least equal to the powver of self-conflagzration,



Or. Horton refused to destroy his
android, even after a group of his
felloy scientists zecond the inotion,
They had tried to messure the Lieat
produced by the blazing man, but
their insturments were inadeqguate
for the tasl, although it couldn't
have been too hot, since the zlass
didn't melt, ‘“then they found that
Horton had no control over the
flame~creature, they told him o
destroy it, Insteed, Horton had
the glass container sealed in a
steel tube and the tube inmbedded
in a huge block of cerent, nencdin:
the time vhen he would find s 1oy
to control the flams,

Somehow, air seeped in through the
concrete, steel, and glass, and the
tomb burst vide open one nizght, re-
leasing the Yuman Torch {a agie
fiven to the android by newssaper-.
men)., He ran wild througzh the city,
igniting everything within several
feet of himself, At this point he
even started talking, with no nre~//
vious lessons, Yis first words, f
for posteriiy, were: "I'm burn- /
ing alive! «-'fhy uust overy-

thing I touch, turn to flame?r 4%{
Not bad conversation for a fs 7
first try, though the puns- vy
tuation ic a bit shoddy, £ S

™
~

Yire enginez %urned out

to fight him, but the
‘4/ wvaler from their hoses

turned to steam on contact
with the Torch and the hoss
burned throurh when he step-
red on it, Conscience..
siriclcen at the damaze he
cansed, tho Torch ran to an
estote with o svimning pool on
the ~rounds, melied his way
Luoul the iron gate and plunged
into the vool, extin-uishing himself,

HHE

HUMAN

The estatie nelongoed to Sardo, a gang-
ster vho sav in the Torch a handy tool,
He put & glass cover over the nool,
drained out the vater and air, caught
the Torch, and went into the "fire insurw
an¢e business, A warshouse owner refused



to pay protection and Sar-., patiics the Terch in an airtight glass tank (he £illen
the pool with water and pevforwed +he cpcration in a diving suit), toolr the Torsh ‘o
a warchouse and broke the gluss with o uek, Tie Toxch, freed, burzt into Flame a:
set fire to the wareihouse, Thiniting the metter over, he deduced that Serdo was o
"lovwdownn racketeer? who was using him foir nelerious ends,

Jumping to escane the nowcollapsing warehounas, Torshy found thet he could ly
because "the blue and combinsl red flamas made the duman Torch lighter than ajr,”

He went to Sardo's house ond burned it down scalding his henchmen, then confronted
Sardc in the gangater's underzround laboratory, Sardo threw chemicals at the Torch,
but the acids burst inte fleome rithont touching hi, However, itrogen (czlled nitro
by everybody in the story) extinguished hiz flames womzntarily, At this NeInte . o
fire chief shot the Toreh in the forehead, but his skin tas still hot enoush to melt
the bullet, end he went back to wrecking tiie lab,

Sardo attempted.to crowa him with a tank of sulphuric acid and was killed when it
exploded from the heat, Then, ian tiec middle of tha curning lab, Torchy experimented
vith the nitrogen tani, turning his fleme of and on, until he ras able to do it at

will without the aid of nitrogen,

He apolozized for the damace he had ureittingi coused and ras relecsed in custody
of Dr, Horton, who blurted out his intentiors of loking 2 fortune with the Torch,
Angered by the tainst of commercialiss in his arontor, the futnn Torch burned through
the roof and set out on his oun,

In later adventures, many of the Torch's powers changed or disanpeared, and new ones
were added, For a vhile, he wzc able to cormand fire by giving weird vells, but this
ability yms later restricted to flames of his own creation and then dropped entirely,
He soon learned to throw fireballs +ith aumazing accuracy, but this got out of hand
end became pretiy ridiculous when he started reaving webs of fire, surrounding vil-

-

lains wvith barrels of fire (complete with lids) and doing other outlandish triclks,
In some stories, 2 comwon fire extinguicher would quench his fire long emough to
enable somebody to clout him on the head, Ilot only could he not stand un to fire
hoces, but he could be put out oy a deep sno, He retained the ability to burn hig
way through steel and juzt about everythings but esbestos, to welt bullets (but only
with his flame turned on) and to fly,

He also ecquired, in the first issue of THI HUIAN TORZH (1940), 2 sidelrick nemed
Toro, Toro was the boy-ascistant type which nearly all costume heroes of the cowmics
sooner or later acquire to provide a figure with whom the young readers can identify,
As was customary, Toro was en orphan. His parents vere killed in o train wrecls in
vhich he was badly injured, and the Torch tool: him to or, ilorton, who saved hia the
only way he could = by making him another Huuan Torch, Toro could also burst into
flsme, Tly, throv firesalls, etc, but his fleue was much weaker than the Toichis,

A bucket of water could put him out, and the Torzh uns forever having to rescue hin,
surrender to keev thugs from heruing the boy and so forth,

You could tell the two apart vhen they flawed easily enouch, even thouprh their
features were not visible when they vere ablese (Torch's were in the first couple
of stories, but the effect was poor), Torch, becides being bizger, had a darker
flame, ceussd by a number of chading linee drawm in, Tloro's flame was clean and
didn't look as hot,

Heither the Human Torch nor Toro had alter ezos. 'hen nol aflame, Torchy wore the
red tights already mentioned and Toro vore black or green bathing trunks and boots,



Occasionelly, they would don street clothes or even Tormal wear, if the occesion
demanded, though, because they frequently had to burst into flame at a moment's
notice, without time to rewove their inflamuable outer garments, The police com-
missioner had an awful lot of walls, floors, ceilings and windows welted, too, They
wvere handy allies, but damnably expensive,

Torch and Toro frequently burst into flame wiih the words: "Flame on!" These were
not magic words, as "Shazan!" waz, but move of a battle cry, along the lines of

"Up, up, and awey!®

They sometimes left their hands unflamed for carrying thinss or flaned only narts of
themselves when they wanted to welt somcthing incenspicuously,

After a counle of stories in which the villains were burned to death, the Torch toolk
an oath not to kill with his flane, which was vhy he spun ornate webs and stuff,
Burning to death is extremely »ainful and it wrasn't possibls to ereate villains who
deserved it for every Torch story, Thea came tlorld Yar II,

‘hen the Japanese boubed Pearl Harbor and the Fazi stuffed Jews into ovens, ‘they
abandoned all claims to sympathy. Torchy waz frec to uce his flame to the utmost
and he did, resulting in some pretty grucsome siories and covers,

One siclkening cover shows the blazing buddies rescuing an attractive redhead from a
Jap with a Samurai sword, Toro is wmelting through the ceiling and hitting one of the
onlooking Jap soldiers in the taroat with a fireball, while Torch has burned um
through the floor and grabbed the executioner by the amm, relting the flesh off doun
to the bone from shoulder to wrist, Ugh, This cover, like many othsrs of THE HULAN
TORCH and MARVEL, was by the noted science fiction artist, Alex Schomberg,

The stories in that issue have nothing to do with the cover (they rarely did), ond
dealt with the destruction of a Mazi rocket bowb base which wes bombarding FNew York
and the outwitting and capturing of a Gestapo epent called the 2mhbit, Strange name
for a Gestapo agent, eh? 'ell, you could hardly call him enrtaing else because he
looked like a rabbit: brom skin, long ears, buck teeth and an upcurving moustache
which gave him the semblance of a hars-lin,

‘any of the villains had dark skin, incidenially, but this is not meant to imply
that they were Hegroes, The Python, for instance, had brown sltin, siriped with
black, but thdt was to increase his resemblance to his ramesake. Both the Python
and the Rabbit were pure Aryan,

Freaks were common in these stories, as in most super-nero cowmics, There was the
Parrot, who looked like a parrot, and the End, itho looked like death waraed over and
alloved to congeal agein, and Dr. Suart, who looked and acted like & ierlk no matter
vhat the text writer said,

The Torch was at his peak during his rivalry with the Subwlriner, which I'11 discuss
later, if you'll btear with ue,

The Human Torch was the breinchild of Carl Burfoc, who drew meny of the early stories
and probably signed even more, ile wroie himself into one story, where Torchy and
Toro leap from his drawing board to suggest lemnooning the Germanz (this was before
the U,5, got into the war; 2ll ihree ww Torch, 3ub~.ariner, Cantain Anerica ~w were
Fighting the Gernans and Jenz before wes was declared), Burgos got the okay from

his boss and had his writers do o story, He then did prelininary drawings end turned
them over to a staff of hack artists who finished then, (comnendable honesty on his
part to admit he didn't do the whole thing, I thought), The comics were dropped in

b



Serlin and Hitler was alwost laughed cut of vower, which irked him, naturally, and
It's hard to imagine laughing a maes murderer out of DOwer Il ST CNIRDE

Adolph ordered the extermination of Bur-~os which was foiled, naturally, by Torch and

Toro. During the whole of the story, 3urmos ent to rather ridiculous length to

avoid shoving his faco, mazing it conspicuous by iis sbsence, Considerine that Iiit~

ler, Goebbels, Goering, Churchill, imedrthur and others were resularly denicted, his

modesty is quite surprising, if it rac modesty,

fote

Burgos also worked for .AARVDEL “CIZHIT FISTICH in 1951, doinm portraits of Sturgeon,
Hubbard, lierrill and others foi a series of controversise in that nasazine,

After the war, I lost touch with the Human Torch and the others; Apparently they
started Tading after V-J Day. 3y 1949 Toro was missing and Torchy was palling
around with Sun Girl, an attractive hlonde costume herolne of undetermined nowrers,
He was drawn by a mumber of artistis, some hetter Zhnn Jurgos, thoush lacking his
flair, 1iigst of' these artists didn't sisn thelr nroez; one vho did vas Dielr Avers,
wvho once did a strip called "The Chost lider." Ayers drew the Torch in a series of
circles and ovals, as if he were conying from a nriner in certooning, Then, some
time sround 1950, the Torch wes smulfed ouf,

Up to this time he had appeared in UARVZEL, TS HUILAY OR3Y, SELUCT, and ALL WIMNNERS,
In the early days of thece comics, they were nublished by Tinely Tomies and edited
by 3tan Lee (vho, I think, is now the uriter of the comic etrip "Willie Lumpkin,” a
rather innocuous thing about a bumbling postman), 3y 1940, the comnany nad becona
tae .iarvel Comic Group and in 1954, vhen the charscters were revived, the digtribe
utors vere Atlas, To this day the Timely firm and the ranes of Stan Lee and {artin
Goodmen are connected, and there are still o nuaher & horror-monstesr coiics,
produced by them and distributed under the Atlas iupress,

Apparently Lee felt that 1954 was the vear for reviving super heroes (the movie
serial of CUaptain America was reissued this wear) becauce they also broucht bacl:
the Sub-iariner and Cavtain America, Avparently they were vrong, because none of
them lasted very long., It's a chome, too, because they brourht them back with a
bang, retaining much of the fleir of the ecrly days with the polish of years of
practice and training on the parts of the artists,

Instecd of pretending that the Torch either never existed bofore or elce had never
been away, LAtlas attemmied to explain his absence, The Torch, it seemed had beon
thoroughly extinguished by a new chemical developed by a criminal masterimind and had
been buried in the desert in a state of suspended animation, e lay there for years,
until an atomic bomb was exploded over his ~rave,

The radiation permeated him and zave him new life, is it happened, his flame -ras
even more powerful than before -« it uas no- atorin flome ~- and the chemical which
had undone him earlier no longer had any effect oa i, Ile rounded up the gan-
which has snuffed him and then went looliing for Toro, who had been sold to the
Russians,

Tne Russians had brainveshed the kid and were grooming him as a secret weavon, He
had just been released over est Berlin when the Toreh showed un, fought him to a
standstill and reconverted him to the American "'ay. fven though neither character
had aged, it did explein the time lapse and was quite a good story to boot., Somahou,
though, the series just didn't click, Their comeback pretty well coincided with the
outbreak of the Comics Code, which mey have been en inhibiting factor, At any raic,
atomic flame or no, the lluman Torch sputtered and went out,
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Captain America was a symbol, natrioZism persenified, Ile wns a square-javed, rugged
men who wore a siriking red, vhite and blue costunme decorated with stars and stripes,
vith a slkin-tight hood and wesk from which s»routed tiny wings, just above the ear-
noles, On his forehead was ermblaozoned a large unite ".i" pnd he carried a2 shield

No, you Hawthorne fans, it stood for "America,”

e e o o v e e W
vhich vas painted like a targe® with red, vhite and blue concentiric circles, Over
his tights, he wore a pair of baggy chorts and a wide bell with & tremendous bucl:le,
Elbow~length red gauntlets covered his hands and arms and he was shod in »ed bocts
with folding teps, IHe was colorful, to say the least,

In between battles with the forces of evil, he was 2 mwild-looking blond named Steve
Rogers who, afier the war, was a school tepcher and wrore glasses, During the war he
was Private Zieve Rogers of the U,S5, Aruy ond “rors no pglacsec, ''henever itrouble
broke out during the war, he'd ducl into a convenient foxhole and emerse, self-
promoted, as Taptain America, ledping walorously into the thick of the fray and
emerging victorious, After thesce Iforcys, hovever, Zieve Regers generally wound up
peeling potatoes for deserting under fire, Rather inglorious, but the Article of
War permit shooting the offender for thot crime, so he got of pretty easily,

Cap's sidekick was a lkid nomed Bucky, of rather indterminste a-e, Durine the uar

p £ | o o H

he enlisted with 2omers and, =2s Private 2ucly Zarnes, wound u eelings from the same
[ y v s (%)

plle of spuds for the same reasons, After the war he shed a few years and was a

high-school student in “teve Rogers! classes,

Bucky, when outfitied for duty, wore a costume similar to, but less dramatic than,
Captain America's, He wore a simple face mask (=25 wmest boy sidelkiclks, from Batman's
Robin to Mr, Scarlet's Pinlky, seem to have donc) whaich concealed the area aboui the
syes only, He wore tight red pants and blue boois, dlve trunks, a bazsy blue longe
sleeved shirt, red gauntlets and a otroad belt with o ved-and-wnite-~strined shield
smbossed upon the buclcle, The belt vas decorated uwith vhite stars, and his shirt
had a yellow collar, Hls heir was, I guess, supposed %o he red, though it varied
greatly according to the whius of the color editor.

Captain America had a girl friend whose name, appronriately enough, :as Betsy Roes,
She was a reporter, naturally, because everyoody knows thét reporters lead exciting
lives, Everybody, that is, but us reporters,

Cep had no special powers and was seexingly motivated only by a desire %o do good,
He used no weapon, except his shield, wiith which he bashed neonle, Zometimes he
threw it at people and sometimes he just use? it to deflact bullets,

Captain America was the brainchild of two of the all-time greats in the conmic bool:
industry: Joe Simon and Jack Kirby, Simon and Ilirby created many memorable charac-
ters, but these were their most widely knowa, There was even a "Captain Anerica’
movie seril in 1943 from Republic, (It was re-releazed in 1954 as "The Return of
Captain fAmerice,” vhich is a pretty sneaky trick.,) Dick Furcell starred as the goad
Captain, in a costume vhich lecked the shield and the emall wings on the hood,

Bucky was nowhere to be scen in this rather routine crime-~busting story with, accord-
ing to ‘alter Lee's checklist, overtones of science fiction and horror, T +hink I
saw & chapter or tyo of it, but 3t didn't stick with me, A perusel of some stills
loaned me by Diclt Lupoff showus one good reagon why it lacled the dash of the comics
version: Our Hero was pudgy, MNo uscular stomach on the cinemn Santain, just an
unsuccessfully sucked in vot, Blaspheay,



Before the United States was in 'orld ‘ar II, Captain America was already pointing
the way for the country to follow: Hitler was a mennce and should be fought, 3o,

on a pre~var cover of TAPTAIN AUERICA ~- the first issue, at that -- Simon & Kirby
sboved Cap belting Adolph Hitler. This was e first in comice and wes very quiclkly

imitated; other comics appesred, shovine their herces lembasting Hitler,

I haven't been able to unearth many Zaptain ‘neriza stories, desnite the overwvhelm-
ing largess of Bill Thailing and cthers who leancd me meny comico dealing with the
Human Terch and Sub-lariner, Oan anpesared in nis own coaic, in ALL IMNERS and,
later, in MARVEL and SELECT. In 1949 his Sitle devoived to JAPTAIN AWERISA'S HEIRD
TALES, with the emphacis on the lost two words,

During the war years, Cap :as constantly battling his archenemesis, the Red Skull, a
Nazi agent who wore a red hood made in the desiqn of a red skull, In a story in
CAPTAIN AMERICA'S YEIRD TaLE3, however, the Red 5kull is dead, in Hell, and really
has a red skull, home-grown., He cets the devil to kidnap Caniain America to Hell,
they fight and Cap wins his freedom, Sueky iz not mentioned,

In the only wartime adventure of Jantain America that I have on hand, Buecky is
Private Bucky Barnez, In this story, he and lozers desert their posts and, s
Captain Americe and Sucky, battle and defsat the Iock «ikado, a disavoured tuin
brother of the Japanese emperor, who iz taking over California (with remarkable
sase, I might add), It's not one of their betier adventures, but it beats the
degenerate postewar days, when a younzer and more nrettified Cantain America
battled petty crooks,
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"hen he made his reappearance in 1954, the absonce of the patriotic pair ume quicklw
exnlained away: "Yes, the greatest chompion of demoeracy is back witir his pal Busir
.ssback to face the worst menace the freedom=loving peoples of the world have ever
faced! Together they battled fascisis and nazis, but now they*re neecded again to
fight 'The Betrayers'!! They fought and hattled all through Yorld War II, these
vallant and courageous patriots! Dut, wita the coming of peace, there was still
no rest for them! Cowmunism was spreading 1ts ugly, gresping tentacles all over
the world!" And awvey thsy went, Like all the revived hierces of this groun, ther
had the life of the original, but not the longevily, They died almost s-borring,
And just vhere wvere those slaclers during the Korsan ar?
Frankly, Captein America was too important a figure Lo be lumped in with others;
he deserves an article of his own, done by soweoiie with more information et his
disposal than I have, 'that little I Jdo remeuber or sould find only whetted wy
appetite for more, so I'll be lookin; forward to it wyasl?d,

If the team of Simon end Kirby had one greét {flesr, it was that they didn't sticl
wvith their creations., They would develon one, write nnd draw it for a while, and
then turn it over to others while they went on to conquer ner fields, One of their
favorite themes was the idea of the boy gang. They created "The Boy Jommendos,™
"The Boy Explorers,® "The Newsboy Legion," and the really excellent "3Sors' Ranch"
series, They also created a group celled "The Young Allies,"

YOUNG ALLIES COMICS %1, Sumser 1941, crammed a hell of a lot of adventures into G4
pages, Bucky and Toro, csidekicks of Captain America end the Human Torch, were the
leaders of the gang, The others wers caricatures whose counterpartis cen be seen in
"The Boy Explorers," "The Boy Zommandoes," and, for that aatter, "Tom Swift,"

There was Tubby, the fat slob; Knucicles, tlie nuznazious kid from Brooilyn; Jefferson
"orthington Sandervilt, boy inventor who vociferates exclusively in polysyllabic
pronouncements of imposing grandeur and resnlendent vocabulary, And there was
"hitewash Jones, a minstreleshow caricature of a Hegro vhich would have the HAACP

un in arms in completely justifiable indigmation today, He had bulging eyes,
pendulous lips, buck teeth, a low forchsad, a clumsy and superstitious nature,

a love for watermelon and a talent for the harmonica,

YOUNG ALLIES was designed for the ection lover, Talke a coupnle of deen oreaths and
1'11 sumwarize the story in the Tirst issue as briefly as poscible,

The story opens with Secret Agent Zero flecing from uniformed Wazi agents with
chattering submachine guns who corner him en the docks in Hew Tork harbor, Iio
police showed up, but the Young Allies did, and they drove the ilzzis off with

wooden rifles, ‘'hitewash ctumbles and breaks his rifle, ziving the trick avay,
hut Toro blasts the iTazi boat out of the rateor itk a firebell,

Toro and Bucky start fighting over wvho is to be lender of the club (Bucky faormed it
but Toro feels that he earned leadership by killine the Facis) but call off the fight
to tend to Zero, Zero slips away and is captured by liazis led by the Red Zkull, The
voys follow and are also capiured because Toro forgets to turn on his flame (Siuon &
{irby edited YOUNCG ALLIES and apparently felt favoritiam toward 3ucky; they ignored
Toro completely for pages at a time) and ’hitewash saves then by pulling a lever
("Mebby is's a police ala'hin) which dumps tons of earih and rock on the fazis in
their cave, The Red 3lull escapes with Zero and the pang follows him to Berlin,



sn route ther catch a Wazi vho tries to
benb thelr ship, sink a U-boat and sun
dotra eizht Frzi boubers, then sail across
the Thannel on a raft, with Toro destroy-
ing a Stuke which attacks them in mid-
cerossing, Getting iato Germany, they ars
patted on the head by litler himself (Vv
ify! Vot nice Chermun boyzi") -sho apnara
ently doesn't notice 3ucky's costume or
Toro's bathing trunks, and evenmtually 7ot
into Gestopo hecdguarters, where they are
cantured by the Ned Skull (a hell of o
loag way to come for that, wasn't it?)
and sent to a concentration caup, They
sreal out as soon as Toro remeubers he
can welt the wires, 3Bucky disguises hime
seli as the Tled Skull by painting a rsal
human skull red and putting it over his
head (God mou how this trick is done)
and they escape into Russias, vhere they
are aluost sent to Siberia, but they
escape afler Pighting off a Jap tank
outfit and flee into China, where they
get sanciuary from Chieng Hai-Shelk,

Wihile Zero gets passage on a yacht bound for Ausrica vy revealing to the slipner that
"he" is a girl (no leers, gang, all she does is let down her lonz heir, Ranunzel

fashion), thes boys get caught in a tong wer and escape 5y scarine the Jhinese aoff
with firecrackers (know vho invented Pirecrac'ters?),

Jack where they started, ther pgo to a cenetery to remd 2 messaze on & towhstone and
are again captured by the Red Slwull, who's arevty adent at it by this time, Minally
the gang sends out a special $,0.3, and Janicin hmerica aznd %he fvman Torch come to
the rescuo, making short work of the liazis, The whole thing closes in a flurry of
petrioctic sneeclies,

Whew! It may not bring back wuy sense of wvonder, but it males me rememher yhat it
vas like to have one.
L R

A number of subsidiary costume heroces appoared ia the Tiwely-Atlas nublications,
During the war, there was a rash of costure neroes, mostly of a natriotic nature,
such as the Fatiot, who was distinguished privwerily for thes silly looking long-
legged eagle emblazoned on his chest., There uze “ha pestroyer, uho wore gray and
red tights with 2 slull on his chost, hed a £ray £200 e and teeth w- and vollow,
irisless eyes when in cosiune; out of costuie he was rorsal looking, Therc were

There were others in IARYEL and DARING and ALL-YIMZRS: The Rlank Avenger, The
“hizzer, U3A (Undercover Secret izent), The 3lue Diamend, The Silver Scornion,

The Citizen, The Thuanderer, Cantain Daring, and w7 ovn nominaiion for the sillﬁest~
looking costume hero of all “ime: The Pin, His costume was a nretly ordinary affair
-~ tights, boots, hood ond gozmles -~ excent for a tiro-foot sharl's fin which jutted
from his head, It may have made it pretty awarard going through doorways, but it
established conyright,
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Other characters in IARVEL included Terry
Vance, schoolboy sieuth; Clectro, a red,
yvellow, and green robot that looked like
a Technicoler flre hydrent; The insled
Raider, and undistinguished couboy; and
Ka-Zar, a second-rate lord of the jun;le,
And txere was the Vision, And the An=sl,

The Vision was supernatural, a being from
another dimension, He was the master of
mist and smolke end he left and entered our
dinension in smoke, It didn't take wuch,
a smoldering cigarette would suffice, fle
was humanoid and rore an overall costums
of green tights, a yellow and red revers-
ible cape with a red collar, and blue
gauntlets., Iis face was & light green
and his eyes had mo punils, Ie was great,

out of smoke to fight it, with
ity tnourh ke had advantames that
ra

O

henever evil walked the earth, the Vision oros
extraordinary strength, but not rith invineibil -
other heroes didn'%{, For example, i he wers traosned in a cave-in with one fliclzerw
ing candle, he could vanish into the candle solce and re-form in the nearest smoke
outside, He deservec a sroninent place in a2nother aritisle, since he anneared in szo

many issuwes of AJYEL, He, also, was first drsm by Jaek ulrby.

The Angel began his checliered cereer ae on imitetion of the Saint, In fact, the
first Angel story, in the first issue of iIARVIL, is a direct plagiarism of "The
Saint in Hev York," Loter, hovever, no @nnﬂrked on & series of battles apainst
deformed men == dvarves, hunchbacls, even arnless men -- and against the super-
natural ~-~ zombies, vampires, and vwolfaen, The Angel was ‘the crection of Faul
Gustafson, the only person vho ever sipned the artworm, ag far as, Iavmnmatyy | Tactly
vhy he wore a costume is anybody's guess ~- mine is exhihitionism ewe becauuo He
had no secret identity, DIven 'thile in -wfti, he was called only "the Angel M but
he always put on his costume wnen trouble arose

He vore a blue suit of tights, ith leatler bands at his wrisis and a pair of large
yellow wings decorated his chest, he ware e rod cone, had yellowr heir and a thin
black moustache, At the end of each story, when justice was triuvmphant, the shadow
of the Angel fell across the scene, He had no speciel norers, excent the casting
of that shadow on the most inmccesszible places, I really don'i lmor how that

wvas done,

In the days of the larvel asegis, circa 1949, there was o femmle crimefirhter in
HARVEL called the Blonde Phantom, I mention her to sho: how low they'd sunk,
because she wore an elaborate, slitw.slkirted, 1ov-ne*‘ed red evening gown ‘hile
firhting crime, which seems extrenely ineff 101ant. er disguise COﬂ”iabed of’
an eye mask which, since she wore spectacles ac her alter ego, Loulse CGrant,
didn'4¢ disguise her very muci, She was secretary to a private detective naned
Marlc ilason, with whoa she was in love but who wvas in love with the Blonde Thantow,
Get the picture? One wore thing: she couldn't don her costime in a convenient
phone booth; it required a pretiy eloborats boudoir and at least an hour of
dreseing and malking up to treansforu her into ths Tlonde Thantom, And she even
had her own coaic book,
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SUN GIRL

Another female crimefighter of the samo
period was Sun Girl, who pallasd around
with the Human Torch, had a story of
her own in MARVEL, and hed a comic

book of her own, I have no ilea where
she came from, what nowern she hed, if
any, or whether she nad an =iticv eno,

Her costume was atiractive thouh,

A yellow long-sleevsd srcll, s
length and belted at +he woizt, was
worn over black tights,

She wore yellow high-heelad hoots cut
high on the sides, and black cloves
which looked like they werc purt cf
the smock,

She wore no mesk end had shoulder-
length blonde hair,

Pretty, but unimaginative,
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Prince Namor, known as the Sub-Mariner, was the offspring of en Atlantean princess
and an American naval commander, Jommander MeXenzie was in Antarctica, blasling
avay the great ice packs and unwittingly raising hell with the undersea leinpgdom,
Since the fishy folk couldn't fight them, they sent the Princess Fen, who looked
human, to seduce the commander from his duty while they gathored an army,

She fell 4in love with him and he with her, they uarried and so forth, Then, on

the day the army was massed beneath the ice, HcKenzie's men began blasting avay the
ice pack so they could clear a peth home, The shock waves wiped out the Atlantean
army, and Fen, angered, leaped overboard and returned to her own peonle where, after
& suitable interval, Prince Namor was born, The Princess Fen did not tell him aboyl
surface people until, as a stripling, he encountered and killed his first tvo,
thinking that they were robots in their bulky diving suits, ‘Then he questioned

his wmother, she told him of his origin and explained that it was hie duty to wine
out the surface people, a job he approached with gusto.

In the early years, befere and during the war, the Sub-iizriner was a brawny, broadw
Bhouldered brute, with arms that tapered to suall hands and looked like druamstick:,
He wore only black swimming trunks with & zold belt, though on occasion he would
wear & cape of office or even ordinary surfocs men's clothing, OCn his heels were
tiny wings whibh enabled him te fly, In later years, he was much thinner and looked
years younger. All the early dravings and many of the latest ones, even up to 1954,
were signed by Bill Everett, creator of the Sub-iariner,

0f course Everett didn't do all the illustrations, Like 3urgos, he had staffs of
artists to finish his rough drawvings and some of the stories wore done by other
artists altogether, most notably Powell, who drew the Shadow for Street & Smith
and the Man in Black for Harvey,

Everett improved greatly in 14 years, The early work was hackwork, sloppy and
grossly exagerrated, By 1954, he was turning out finely detailed, beautifully
drawn work, as smooth and pleasing to the eye as the early stuff was crude and
anatomlcally ridiculous,

One vortion of the later wartime Subsiiariner remains to be described and it was this
that made him outstanding: his face, His hiead was shaped like an inverted pyramid,
tepering sharply from his closecronned
blacl: hoir (again denendent upon the
whims of the color editor) to the point
oi his long and slender chin, His cheek~
bories were high and his syes were slanted,
giving him an Oriental lool, and his ears
were large and pointed, His hairline
formed a widow's peak, leaving gspace for
his incredibly long, fine, S5..shaped eye~
brows, Ye looked a great deal like
Fred Astaire.
riost of the wartime adventures of the Juba
lieriner, during the absence of Bill Everett,
PRINGESS FEN vere written by liickey 3pillans, creator
of kilke Haumner,
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Spillane, to put it as politely as possible,
wag not and is not a good writer, He overs
writes, underplots, and has no capacity for
charaeterigation or cupathy, The only fig-
ure in any of his fiction with any sube-
stance at all is his lead character, who

is invariably Hieliew 3pillane a5 he sees
himsalf, All other persons are cardhoard figurines
placed es scenery and as for foild for uner=3nillane,

So it was with Mike Haumer and so, unfortiunately, it was
wvith the Sub-bariner,

XrOowW PHMe
m<m-tin

The =adism and masochism of "I, the Jury" is present in abundance in Spillane's
stories of the Buhuiariner, perticularly yhen the war enebled him to rolease all
stoves, All that is missing is the sexual eaphasis, which wasn't justifisd by
the var as the sadism apparently was, v

For example, the lead story in SUB-MARINER COHISE %5 onens with Namor and his
seafolle building a new warship with —hich he intends to destroyv the Japs, e
comes into the middle of a sea battle end gleefully watches his lieutenant,
Jadaa, machinewgun a Jap landing narty, A destroyer atioclzs and he submerges,
only to have a random shell tear of? his neriscone, ("hy the dirty no good—mmel
They can't do that to me!") Ile surfaces and blazts the destroyer with an ip-
cendiary bomb and dances for joy, but is tornedosd while gloatine, liis crew is
Iiilled, but Namor survives and, rightiny an overturned Jap torpedo hoat, drives
it head-on into a desiroyer, diving clear bsfore collision, He salvases a
depth cherge from his vrecked vessel and, with his superhuman strencth, throus
it at an approaching aircraft carrier, sinking it. (You keeping score?) [e
returne to the wreck of his oym shin and wechine~ guns Javanese lending narties,
then turna & flsmethrover on then ("I'd givo saything to have the Torch pas me
now®  He thinks he's Mot atufdin),

From here on it starts zetting sadistic,

He boards a Jap submarine and, after throving

a Jap into the flaming ocean, torpecoes another
sub, Searching his captursd submarine, he finds
e fat, comical Jap and, holding him by the hair,
“gives his biceps a worlkout" by vunching hin
in the stomach repeatedly ("This ir what T
call funi") and then stuffs hin "comjcally!
in the conning tower where
he is riddled by British
machine gun bullets as
Hamor. dives bacl: into the
water with a derisive "So
long, suckeri®

Fr»3CE

In the water arnin, he races
toward e lifehoat filled with
Nipponese sailors ("Ahai Lady .
Luck's 8till with mei), Appromching <&lud
the sterm, he dives under the boat's hull ("Now I'l1l have some
fun nlaying with these babiesil), Putting hic shoulders 1o the keel, he unsets
the small craft ("Upsy-daisy!"), The lifeboat flips over, %hrowinr the sailore
into the surzing waves: As two of them atberpt to climb on the upturnec botton,
Namor grabs them rudely! ("Oh, no you don't! You Young ounkai'), ., then pushes
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them below the surface, holding thetr heads underwater! ("You guys are . .sose’
to be seamen,,,here's a taste of the sea!"™) Leaving their lifeless bodies, he.
climbs up on the boatls Jeel,.,.

Any doubts about this being one of Spillasnets stories? There's a great deal more,
but it's aufully repetitious, He downs tiro more destroyers and two airplanes and
wipes out two boatloads of Japs in landing narties,

The dialogue is co bad it!s embarrassing to read it, IHemor is constantly =aking
such exclamations as: "Great Pickled Pencuins® "Suffering Shed" "Joly Ilalibut”
"Flyin' Flounders" "Cacltling Jatfish® "Hopping Herring" "Gallooving Cuppies®
"Slithering Rels" and even, so hely ms, "Jhucklins Sienei®

Spillane also wrote several short-short non~illustrated stories which were nrinted
in LARVEL, HU:AN TORCH, and SUB-MARTIIZR, and in tle comicc of other publishers
altogether, such as TARGET COKICZ, Thosse that arc rcadeble, e=tink,

All this is a greal pity because Prince IHamore wes in many ways the most original
character in Timely's steble, His face was ineginetivel:r conceived and drawn and
his origin was umroridly enough to give him an avra of glamour, He had abilities
vhich varied from stery to story, em did the Torch's, before they finallr setiled
dovn, He had super=strength, he cculd fly, he could survive ecualiy well abowe

or beneath the water (thouzh he did have to contacti water periodically), In sone
of his early stories, bullets bouncad off him, but this was wisely drovped be-
cause it made him almost invineible, !He kernt his strength and hiz ability to fly,
as well es his amphibiousness,

In one of his early adventures, he is drusred to zeep hiim weak because he is 4o
be electrocuted for his crimes against the United 3tates, Be is strapped into
the chair and the current is turned on but, instead of lilling him, it reviial-
izes him, In a later story, electricity is used to lmock him out,

Namor, or the Sub~keriner, was very shori-~tempered (especially in the Spillane-
authored stories} end very suscentible to flattery, In Spillane's hands, he was
frequently very stupid, too, He had o number of girl friends, who came and went,
Most wrominent of them was Betiy Dean, the first surface woman {o befriend hium,
She was a Wewv York policeuvoman who was able to partially control his wild desire
to wreck the surface wrorld during his impetuous youth, There mas, brieflwr a
Venusian girl named Jarna who, though very humanoid herself, cosmanded an army
of inhuwen 1ittle people, And there was Princess Rathia, of his own people, who
urged hin to conquer the vorld,

Just as the Human Torch was imitated by Plr-e Jor and by Freddy Firefly, a lighte
ning bug in an EC pre~trend animal conic, and Jantain Anerica was imitated by a
houseful of patriotic costume heroces, Sub-i&riner, too, spawned an imitation, one
that was to outlast him, Aquaman, a character in Zie Supernan~C-Mational line,
was also the child of an atlantecn voman and an American, ia this case a light-
house keecpner, Aquaman didn't debut until 1941, tuo vears after ifamor's first
appearance, but twventy years later Aquaman is still swimming around, and Sub-
Mariner is long gone, Such is justice,

Sub-Moriner appeared regularly in his own comic book and in HARVEL and ALL-WINGITAS
as well as "guesting” in THE HUMAY TCROH, Al)l of the characters discussed in this
article appeared in MARVEL at one time or another, except for some of tne ones lilke
the Destroyer and the Fin, who appeared in DARING 20iI2S,
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All of these comic books had clutiered covers, often filled with fiendish machines,
carefully labelled ("Death Rey Camera® "Poison Gas Cannon"), The cover of one
iss® of MARVEL had no fewer than 17 labels expléainiae the cction and I still can't
figure out whdt was going on, That cover wuas vy JSchomberg, too,

I've mentioned some minor croscover of sne choracter into another's gtory: Bucky
and Toro, the Human Torclh and Japtain America, The Angel appeared in at least one
Sub-liariner story and there was other minor crossover, One story, which I*11 soon
summarize, dealt with the IHuman Torch, the Sub-Mariner, the Petriot, Ha-Zar, end
the Angel,

The Interesting thimg is that these Timely Gomics heroes rarcely ot along verv well,
even though no rivalry was stronger than the one which existed between the Human
Torch and the Subelariner,

The preatest battle in the history of the comic bools must havo besn a "natural® for
the writera. the rivalry botween fire and water, I+ started early and cropped up
frequently before Torchy and Namor sradually became grudging, then friendly allies,
Rivalry, hell, it vas war,

Their first scrap ended in a drawv, ilamor kad trapped the Torch in an airtight rlass
cage, but he couldn't wove it without letting air into it and ho couldn't leave the
scene or worlmen would free the Torch, Betty Dean finally ialked them both into
adanitting it was o stalemate and forgetting the whole thing, For a vhile,

The villain in these battles was nearly clusys the Sub-iariner, vho was trying to
conquer the surface people as his mother had ordered, The THE HUMAIY TORSH #5, we
have the all=ster cast mentioned above in a story about "The four horsemen of dew
struction: Hitler, Mussolini, Death, and Sub-linriner!" This was the Fall 1941 igsue,
written and relessed hefore the U,3. entered the war,

lhen .the story opens, Angel, Patriot, Torch end Toro are at a banquet honoring o
reporter friend vho is going off as a war corresnondent, Ifamor couldn't attend
tecause he is swiuming home in answer to an urgent summons from his wmother., Ue
arrives home to find death and destruction ail about, Sunken ships have fallen on
his undersea kingdom, depth charges have shatiered the buildings and killed many of
his people, His mother introduces him to Princess Rathia, of the Baltic Zea, who
urges him to lead his people to stop the war, lamor agroes, not lmowing that Rathia
plans to heve him conquer the vhole world and rule it with herself as queen,

Qasey, the reporter, is almost drovmed vhen Mamor opens his assault, overflowing a
river to drown both the German and Russian arnies, but the Torch saves him, The
success of his opening move makes MNamor putty in Rathia's webbed fingers, She says;
“Dear, soon you will dominate the worid above end below the seas w- you and I, They
will call you a second Napoleon!" To which ilamor revlies: "Goshi®

Wthen the Torch comes to reason with nim, Nawor tries to enlist his aid and, twhen
Torch refuses, tries %o capture him, Toro is caught, but Torchy escapes and fFoes
to try, unsuccessfully, to persuade Hitler and Stalin to combine forces and defeat
Bamor, He then goes Lo Africa to warn Kaefor to build an ark for himself and his
enimal buddies, which he does (“ho built de ark? Xa-Zaor built det arki) with the
ald of his elephants and monkeys, The rest of the world ignores Cesey's newspaver
warnings and it is only at the insistence of %he Patriot that FDR (vho is reading a
copy of MARVEL) is convinced that it's for real,
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Torch, weanvhile, talks Churchill into giving hia an army which follows liin as he
burns & nassage under the ocean floor 4o Naumor's Iringdom, Namor casvally drills a
hole in the ceiling and drowns all the 3ritish soldiers,
Only the Torciy escanes,

This was not an uncormon event, by the wey, Ivery time
Zoreh ov Hamor was riven cowiand of an army, you could
bet it would be wiped out, TYet all they had to do vas
ask for wmore men and they'd get them, along rith nroise
for their leadership abilities and effusive exnressions
of gratitude and unsworving loyalty from thelr nesx
‘{\batch of followers, Fow I ask you,
Torch invades amor's bedchaubor
wiero they fizht it out, wen to man,
toa to toe, with neither fire nor
1 water bDeine used, Torch wins, bur
datiiia overcomes him with & fir ex-
tinguigsher, Ko is loclzed in e dun-
seon and hypnotically druszed to be~
comne Namor's slave, which he does
hecone, in rather revolting, hand.
kissing fashion,
-eanvhile, Toro, who has been kept
in a dungeon up to his neck in water all this time, has become delirious, vhich
causes Nawor to have momentary plaguings from hia conscience, Zut in an underses
hospital, he manages to escape and maites his vay to a hosnital in London,

Then the Sub-Mariner begins his etiack in earnest, canturing Gibralter, wiping out
the Italian navy and Meodine A®rics, proving that Xa~Zar kmew yhat he was dodng
vhen he built that arl,

Torch is meltdng the nolar ica can under llauor's
orders, sending glaciers over Zurone and Horth
America, but the sipht of the American Tlag over
our embassy in llpscow brings him to his senses and
he stons then before they do much damage,

Namorsthen sends & tidal wave into New York

(Sorry, Dick) but Torchy releases a streanm of lava
from the earth's core andt turns it to steam (which
Rardly seems much of an ifmrovement). Then he
chased Nawor, who flees blindly and graclss iis

head én the Statue of Liberty, vhich brings ndn

to his senses and he tries to get "athila to dem
mohilize, but she shoots Bim, grazing his slull
(naturally)., Then the Torch apnears flawdn;: under
unter with the aid of a hose which puMps corpressod

air down to him, Detwesn ifamor and the Torch, Rathiafs. -
army is quickly wined out, ;

y

in & later smtory, the Nazis trop Dr, Horton, Torchy's creator, and force him to
e Torch into & giant under their control, Subelariner and Toro join to fight
the maddened, sutsize Torch and it ic the Sub=izariner who traps him intc the
‘aler and extinguishes hiw, vhich liind of evens the score,
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After the war, Sub-lariner drifted into e series of rather imnocuous little
adventures beflore he faded out around 1950, UYis ree~introduction in 1954 uas.
easily handled, His long absence wras exmlained by a longer than usual "peonle
are no damned good" mood,

T i B i T S el
Unfortunately, people in 1955 didn'%i seem 4o 4hisv: he was, either, bul he out-
lasted Toreh and Captain Americaby cuite o~ le issves,

.
(g IR |

Despite the many flaws in the writing end drazing ol thesce stories, the nmechan-
ical way they were produced, and the cuaatity vhieh soured forth at the cxnense
of quality, the characters theuselves conehoy penacset to rise above it, Despite
the haclwerk and insonsistencr; of »lot in the adventures of the Inman Torch,
despite the brutality and illozic of Spillant's otories of %he Sub=iinriner, and
despite the lack of interest Jantain Anericals creators shoyed in hin after he
was established, the characters theuselves remain groat,

The reason for this is simple: imagination, The concent of the burning man, the
half-hummn who as at home in sea or air, and the colorful and dedicated natriot
== all shov thought and imegination, The: had snerkle, verve and dash and they
captured the imagination,

Host of today's comic book herozs lac!: this exira epark, liny are better drawn,
more smoothly plotted, but not one has the drive and the nind~stratehing freedonm
of movenent and the scone,

Uompara, for exaunle, the sclfless, buddy~-buddy friendshin of Batwman and Superman
with the bitter rivalry of the Humen Torch and the Sub~liariner, The former re-
quires no imagination; both fight evil so they have a lot in common and are friends,
The latter has that extro £illip that mwade Torchy, Moror and the Cood Jantein
nenoranle; heroes or not, they had minds of their ovm and methods of* their own,

iaybe that's the whole secret of thelr success: good or bad, they had character,

— &(//7 7%(//‘?7/95(//’1‘

If en oft-intruczive editor may add a few words,,,

It's lir, Otto Binder vho continue
elly amazes me, In ZXEROC 1 I mentioned his serinting Captain larvel, In XERO 3 he
wentioned his work for Mational, And in conjunction with the present article,
Binder turnz out to hawve "launched" the Young Alliec and written over twventy cone
plete igssues of their adventures, to have started Captain Wonder and ifisc Anerica
in the same group of comicz, and to have scripted (at various times) ztorien of
Ceptain America, SubeMariner, Human Torch, the Destroyer, and the Whizzer, Thace
tales appeared in MARVEL COIICS, CAPTAIN AiRRICA, YOUNG ALLIES, USA COMJ2S, ALL
WINNERS, KID KOiiICS, AMAZING COIIC3, SELICT COMICS, and COIPLETE coiIcs,
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